Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 61 April 1968 tary and old-fashioned level. Clinical examination and interpretation varies from the obvious to the extreme rarities, and small and sometimes irrelevant snippets of information expand a section already too long. The various syndromes of arterial insufficiency are dealt with individually and at length, much of the information being repeated in separate chapters on treatment. The use of 5 % carbon dioxide is still recommended in cases of cerebral embolism without mention of its controversial aspects, whereas other methods of management more commonly adopted are dealt with fairly summarily. Diagrams and illustrations are clear and helpful though one or two of the angiograms are misleading in relation to their interpretation.
As a brief introduction to a confusing subject the book should be useful to medical students provided they are aware of the dangers of accepting dogmatic statements, such as 'brain scan and bilateral angiograms should always precede surgical exploration in a case suspected as subdural hkematoma'. I feel that practising physicians will find little value in this book filled with good intentions. ALAN The Ciba Foundation organizes many valuable scientific conferences and the proceedings of one such study group have been reported in this small book. The conference, under the chairmanship of Dr L J Soffer, was held in honour of the 80th birthday of Professor F Verzar, one of the pioneers in the development of our knowledge of the adrenal cortex, particularly of the role of deoxycorticosteroids in the regulation of electrolyte metabolism.
The book contains reports of papers on varying aspects of research on the adrenal cortex, including the function of the adrenal cortex in the fcetus, in childhood, in pregnancy, in medical and surgical stress and in old age. The distinguished contributors who come from many parts of the world include Jost, Prader, Forsham, Le Quesne, Nabarro, Beck and Querido. These papers are particularly interesting because the majority of them contain unpublished data from the authors' own laboratories. In addition, the discussions held after each paper are reported in full and hold a wealth of fascinating ideas. The inclusion of these discussions is most valuable to any worker in the field unable to be present at the meeting, because it is often during the course of such informal discussions that new projects are born.
In short, although this book assumes a certain amount of specialized knowledge, and so would be of limited interest to the general reader, it must be a source of stimulation and pleasure to anyone working on the adrenal cortex or any allied subject. D MATTINGLY Renal Disease edited by D A K Black MD FRCP 2nded ppxii+798 illustrated £66s Oxford & Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific 1967 The publication of the second edition of this excellent book has been awaited with interest, for this field of disease has been rapidly changing in recent years. Transplantation, acute and chronic hemodialysis have established themselves as new and important developments, which for some patients have been life-saving. The comprehensiveness of the second edition has been increased by including a chapter on renal disease in childhood, which draws attention to the importance of infective problems in childhood and discusses in detail many other renal diseases common to this age-group. Other chapters on hydrogen ion excretion, pyelonephritis and the effects of renal calculi on the kidney have been included. Much revision has been undertaken in many of the other topics discussed and some new approaches have been made.
The reputation that the first edition of this book enjoyed will be continued, if not enhanced, by the second. It is still a 'must' for all those who are interested in knowing about renal disease, and now that nephrology is becoming a recognized specialty this field of knowledge should increase. It is good value for money in this day of devaluation and should export well. Economics 1967 In July 1965, the Office of Health Economics held a colloquium on Surveillance and Early Diagnosis in General Practice at which it was made clear that general practitioners believed they had to have concise and up-to-date information on current screening methods and other aspects of early diagnosis of disease, if they were to act effectively in this field. An advisory committee was subsequently set up, under the chairmanship of Professor Sir Ronald Tunbridge, to prepare short papers for general practitioners. The first two are now available.
